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and with music, often continued right through the night; and an
a::;:-"-;;:t: of money will be spent on them which is frequently out
df all proportion to the Income cf the head of the family, especi-
i*!y among the poorer classes. The marriage of women in India is
Almost universal According to the Census of 1941 there were 13
million more males in the population than females. In practice
there is very little polygamy in India to-day, except among some
cf the ruling families and a few wealthy landowners, though it is
allowable both, among Hindus and Mchamrnedans. The number
cf wives a Mohammedan may have is limited to four.

Child-marriage is associated with Hinduism, and among ortho-
dox Hindus marriages are often arranged when, the children con-
cerned are in their cradles. These marriages are of die nature of
irrevocable betrothals, but actual marriages of girls between the
ages of ten and fourteen are quite common, especially in rural
India, not only among Hindus but in some Provinces also among
die poorer classes of Mohammedans, particularly in Bengal. In
1930 an Act (commonly known as the Sarda Act1) sponsored by
many progressive members of the Indian public, both men and
women, and supported by die Government of India, was passed
to penalise the marriage of girls under the age of fourteen and of
boys under eighteen. The mere passing of an Act cannot put an
end to a custom so deeply ingrained unless it has the sanction of
public opinion behind it, but education has already resulted in
raising the age of marriage among die middle classes, and it is
fitting that this measure should have been added to other measures
of social reform.

Among caste Hindus a widow does not re-marry, even a child
widow who may never have lived with her husband. Widow re-
marriage was made legal many years ago, but it is still extremely
rare, and die lot of a Hindu widow is very hard. She often be-
comes litde more than a drudge in the family of her husband, but
of recent years homes for the training of Hindu widows in home
industry, and as teachers, midwives, and nurses, have been opened
1 From the name of its chief promoter, Rai Saidb Harbilas Sarda.